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Stav Staff VWriter .
Tarly in §883 a2 group includ-
ing former oificials of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency and the
State Department setled down
after dinner at the Harold Pratt
House, on New York’s Avenue,
{o discuss some of the ClA’s
probleimns, »
A record of heir conversa-
tion shows that the particular
-concern of the group that night
was how fo provide a deeper
cover for Americans gathering
information by using non-
governmental organizations as
fronts,
The participants were mem- .
bers and giests of the presti-
- glous Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, men who secin {o direct
- foreign policy {romw wilhin and
“without the ‘government on a
permanent basls, and publishers
-of “Foreign Affairs,” the quar-
ferly bible of American diploma--
ey, 7 - ‘
A record of the discussion at
the council's headquarters on
that evening, Jan. 8, 1989, has
been circulated to some newspa-
pers by a gioun of scli-styled
radical scholars based in Cam-
bridge.
1t portrays with seme new de-
{ails. the structure and the style
of {he American intelligence
community, The document is
“timely in the wake of events last
week in London, where 103
members ‘of the Soviet commu-
nity. there, including employes
frony the Soviet embassy, trade
delegation, tourist agency, Mos-
-cow Narodny Bank and Aeroflot
Airline wére uncovered as espio-
nage agents, and banned from
-the  comlry without replace-
-ments, :

agents “need to operate uader
deeper cover.”

Lissel reccunted ruefully the
uproar over the CIA's exposed
funding of the Nalional Student
Assceiation’s overscas actiivilies
and sald, “The CIA inlerface
with varicus private groups, inc-
cluding business and ‘student
groups, rmust be remedied.” )

He noted that the problems of
American spies overscas iy fre-
quently a preblem of the Stafe
Department.” ¢

“It tends to be true that Tocal
allics find themselves dealing al-
ways with an American and an
officialAmerican—since the
cover is alnost invariably asa
U.S. government emplioye,” Bis-
sel is reported to have said.

. “There are powerful reasens,
for this practice, and it will al-
ways bz desirable fo have some
CIA personnel housed in the em-
bassy compound, if only for lo-
cal ‘coramand posl’ and commu-
nications requdrements,
“Wonatheless, it Is possible
and desirable, although d@ifficult
and time-consuming, {o build
overseas an apparatus of ynoffi-
¢in} cover,” Bisscl is quoied ag
saying, ‘

“rhis would require the use or.
-creation of private organiza-
tions, many of the persennel of
which would be non-U.S, nation-
als, with freer entry into the
local sociely and less fraplica-
tion {for the official U.S, pos-
fure.” :

Use Nen-Americans

Bissel said that the United
States needed fo increase ifs use
of non-Americans for esplonage
Sawith an effart ot indoetrination

end that of & staff member in-
volved thvough his carcer in
many operations, and well in-
formed of Lz agency’s capabili-
ies.”

~ An unidentiriad former State
Department ofiicial responded
to Bissel that be zgreed with the |
nead to change covers, noling
that “the initial agreement ha-
tween the agency and Stale wes
intended to be “emporary’, huf
nothing endures Jike the ephem-
eral.”’ .

Another’ participant nofed that
very liltle ettention was psid to
revelations of the CIA’s vse ol
supposadly.
tiong such as “Nadio Freas Bu-
rope.”” he added, “One might
conclude that the public isnot
likely {o be concerned by {he
penelration of oversens-isstifve
tions, at least not ncarly so
much as by the penefralion of
U.S. institutions.” ’

This participant was quoted as-
saying, “The publid dossn’t
think i’s right;they don’t know
where it ends; they take alook’
fat. their neighbors.” 'Then he
asked whoether “this suggosted
expansion in use of private justi-
tutions should include those in
the United Stales, or U.S. insti-
futions eperating overssas?”

In response, clear distinctions
were reportedly made hetween
operating in the United States
.and abroad, and the suggestion
(was made by bissell, “‘One
inight want CIA to expand its
use of private U.S. corporations,
but for objectives outside the
‘United States.”

TFund Domands Rise

- It was a fear of just such an

angd training: they should be en-

—rererore o timaiserss
did_piot link connment and ab.

jndependent opora- /

“were supported through CIA
conduits, but now they ask for
more assistance than hofore, So,
Jour expectaticns to the contrary,]
.|theve has boen no damage.”
‘Those present and taking part
in the dizcussion included men
vwho heve journeyed back and
forth Dbetween government and

corporate work, most of whom
have remained near {he center

of the foreign policy establish-
ment, : .

‘They incloded Bissell, now an
fexeenlive with United Aireraft
Corp. in Hartiord, Conn.; formexr
Treasury Seerctary Douglas Dil-
lon; former CIA divector Allen
Dulles; Rehert Amory Jr., a for-
mer depuly director of the CI4;
Meyer Bernslein, directur of in-|
ternational affairs.for the Uniled
Steelworkers of America; col-
umnist Joseph Xraft; furmer])
White Jouse aide Theodore So-
rensen of Kennedy and Johnson
dayf;; and Philip Quigg, recentlyi
resigned as managing editor of!
Forelgn Affairs, :
. Tacsimile copies of the discus-|

sion summary have been circu-
Jated by “The Africa Research

Group,” a dozen young scholars

in Cambridge who take a radical|
dissenting view of U.S, foreign!
palicy. o ;

‘Reached al his home, Bisel]
|fconfirmcd the aathenticily of the
docuwment, S :

He noted that in the discussion
that night in New York, le had
hegun by saying that agent espi-
.onage was the least valunble of
dhree main CIA missions, behing
‘reconnaisance and elsctronic in-
i@elligence, the two areas where

freident—spreTentiy thmt o

nated the conversation at Pratt .

House that night.

Tha. - U.S. “employes” whose

cover constantly is endangered,
the participants felt, are those

~~who work in the American Em-

bassics, trade delegations, and
other U.S. agencies in countries
around the world.

Richard Bissel, a former depu-
ty director of the CIA who left
the agency aflor the Bay of Pigs
debacle, led the discussion. Ac-
cording {o the record made
‘available to The Star; he told his

‘council  collecafypproired Fdr
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loyally, more or less compara-
ble to that of the American
stafi” - .

e added that as intelligence
eflorts shifted more toward Lat-
‘in America, Asia and Afriea,
“the conduct of U.S, nailonals is
Jikely to bz increasingly cireuin-
scribed, 7The primary change
recommended would be to build
up a system of unofficial cover,
... The CIA might be able-to’
make wuse of nonm-nationals as
‘carcer agents’, {hat is with a
status midway between that for
‘the classical apgent used in a
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thor, but did give a general ip
{dentification of the men presen
There alse was a dilizent rer|
val from the authorized repo
ter’s transeript of all specific ref-
jeréices of ageunts, incidents aj
the like, with onus neticeab
‘lapse. ‘

Tn a discussion of the cffect ¢f
revelations that the CTA was g
qancing U.8, Jabor union act
ties abroad, it was noted th
these disclosures had siwply i
creased the demand for su
funds  from  overseas  lab
areups. ;

F’?E EOUGOWROU@H 00020p.

ritish ~ Guiana® Jabor wnicys

<y I3 N




